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NEWSLETTER 10 — 24th April 2026

Head Teacher’s News

Welcome back to the Summer Term — and what a fantastic start we have had!

The first couple of weeks have been incredibly busy and full of exciting opportunities for our
children. We have been delighted to welcome new members of our team, whom you can read
more about and meet later in this newsletter. I am sure you will also join the team in
congratulating Mrs Drinkwater on her wonderful news as she is expecting a baby.

Pupils have already benefited from a wide range of enriching experiences, including Health and
Safety workshops delivered by VolkerFitzpatrick, who are currently working on the RAF base,
engaging Eco Virtual Reality workshops, and curriculum enrichment through celebrations such as
National Cricket Day, Earth Day, and Purple Up Day, which we marked today.

This term, we are also having a huge push on our OPAL provision. Once again, a HUGE thank you
to the Bampton Community Shop for their grant which enabled us to have the lines repainted on
the playground and a couple of new activities that the children have already enjoyed using, along
with new equipment for the children to enjoy. We are currently in need of metal utensils for the
mud kitchen, so if you have any spare ladels etc, please do think of us!

Looking forward to the summer term ahead, we have more enrichment activities planned, which
we will share with you in the coming weeks: Sports week, visits from sports people, class visits,
Snowdon and much more.

Best wishes as always,
From Mrs Jones and the team here at Brize.

This SHINE nomination is for Miss Nelson Buccaneers 96.84%

SHINE. - Attendance:
and Mrs. Townsend who has been going .l
over and above in sourcing and creating
new opportunities for play. Miss Nelson has Hercules 93.22%
had the spade out digging fixings for slides and
built a new mud kitchen and Mrs. Townsend
has been scouring charity shops for donations. Falcons 94.46%
A HUGE thank you from us all.

Hurricanes 98.04% Well Done!

Voyagers 95.79%
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Useful Information

INSET DAY — 1% May

School will be closed on 1st May for an INSET day. Enjoy the long weekend.

VE Day — Friday, 8t May

To mark VE Day, children are welcome to come to school dressed in red, white and blue. All
children are encouraged to bring a packed lunch so that we can once again enjoy a
street-party-style lunch together. During the day, children will be learning about VE Day, its
importance and the historical significance behind the celebrations.

Year 4 and 5 Prospective Burford Secondary School Parent Meeting — 13th May

Parents of children in Years 4 and 5 who are considering Burford Secondary School are invited to a
meeting at 3:30pm in the Falcons classroom. The meeting will be led by Mr. Cowley, Head of Year
7, and Mr. Albrighton, Headteacher, who will give an overview of the school’s vision and values,
the transition timeline, and other useful information, as well as answering any questions.

Stay and Play — Come and Experience OPAL - Friday, 15" May

Come and experience your child’s lunchtime through our OPAL provision. You are welcome to join
us for all or part of the lunchtime and spend time with your child, allowing them to show you
around and what is on offer.

If you would like to join us, please email the school office to let them know. On the day, please
come to the gate by the play park at 12pm. We are sure you will enjoy the play time! We hope to
see you there.

Sports Day - 8t June

Sports Day is a little earlier this year and will lead us nicely into a fun-packed and busy Sports
Week, during which the children will take part in a wide range of events!

This year, we are running two sessions: a sports morning for our youngest children and the Lower
School (10am start), and a sports afternoon for the children in the Upper School (1pm start).
Children will be competing in their houses and will require a plain T-shirt in the colour of their
house. Please speak with the school office if you are unsure of this.

All parents are invited to join us on the recreational ground to watch their child/ren and support
their house — please do bring a picnic rug and chairs for your comfort. In the school playground,
and between the two events, you are welcome to join us for a picnic. More information will follow
in due course.

Art Hands — Supporting Homelessness

We are supporting the Arty Hands project by raising awareness around
homelessness as well as supporting those in need. There will be a

toiletries donation station in the shared area from Monday, where you can
donate toiletries such as toothpaste, shampoo, body wash etc. Children will
be introduced to this through an assembly by learning about Hannah’s story.
If you would like to support the project, your child can bring in an item to
donate and pop it in the box. We will have it with us for the rest of

this term.

Thank you in advance.
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Other News....

-

~

Health and Safety in Construction

The children took part in an interactive session
exploring real-life site safety, with hands-on PPE

demonstrations and a visit from one of
VolkerFitzpatrick’s supply chain partners, who

brought a construction vehicle for students to see up

close. /

Brize Book Bunch

We had our second meeting at the start of this

term. Another lovely session discussing our

chosen book, Puzzled by P.J. Nichols. Once

again, the children impressed me with their
contributions and thoughts.

VR Environmental Workshop

In preparation for Earth Day this week,
students explored fragile ecosystems and
remote habitats through an immersive VR
experience, seeing biodiversity first-hand
and understanding the real-world impacts
of plastic pollution and climate change.
The session moved learning beyond
textbooks, inspiring sustainable habits,
and included a virtual museum filled with
fascinating environmental facts. A HUGE
thank you to the BNSA for funding this
experience for the children.
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We celebrated National Cricket Day with great enthusiasm
across the school. A huge thank you to Mrs. Rae for leading
the day, beginning with an informative assembly that
introduced the children to the game and its values, followed
by engaging cricket sessions for all pupils. The children
thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and it was wonderful to
see everyone getting involved.
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Meet our new team members...

Mrs. Rebecca Hitchman — Office Manager

Hello, I recently worked as a Golf and Membership
Administrator where no two days were the same. I am
looking forward to working with you all as the Office
Manager and help everything run smoothly in the
background.

Outside work, I enjoy walking, reading and spending
time with my family. I am really pleased to have joined
the Brize community. I look forward to meeting you all
over the coming weeks and months.

Mrs. Katey Bowhill — Teaching Partner

I am so happy to be back at Brize Norton Primary
school, I have been welcomed back with many smiles
and hugs from the children it’s been so lovely.

A little bit about me, I have been working in education
for 21 years in a variety of settings.

I have 3 children ages 15, 10 and 8 who keep me
extremely busy along with our guinea pigs, cats and
our dog. I don't have any hobbies as such, but I do
enjoy going camping with my family and being at the
seaside.

Mrs. Ann Townsend — Lunchtime Supervisor

I have worked with children for many years, and I am
looking forward to bringing my knowledge and skills to
Brize Norton.

Outside of work, I enjoy walking and reading. I am
looking forward to getting to know everyone over the
next few months.
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Lots of smiles and happy
faces this week with the
new additions to the
playground. It was
lovely to see...
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Dates for your Diary

Thurs, 30th April RAF Falcons Launch Day — for Sevice chn in Upper School
Fri, 1st May INSET DAY
Mon, 4th May Bank Holiday
Fri, 8th May VE Day
LN w/c 11th May Year 6 SATs week
qg) Wed, 13th May Burford_ Secondary School Info_rmation meeting for parents
— of chn in Year 4 and 5 — 3:20 in Voyagers’ classroom.
Thurs, 14th May Buccaneers — Farmer Gows Visit
Fri, 15th May Stay and Play @ Lunchtime.
Thurs, 21st May Year 5 Enrichment Day — Burford Secondary School
Thurs, 21st May Whole School Enrichment Day — more info to follow!
w/c 25th May Half Term
w/c 1st June Year 4 Multiplication Check
Tues, 2nd June Brize Book Bunch Meeting — Upper School
Wed, 3rd June CAMHs and Mental Health Support Team Parent Drop-in
2:15-3:15
w/c 8th June Sports Week
w/c 8th June Phonic Screens
Mon, 8th June Sports Day — Lower school am & upper School pm with
picnic lunch. Information to follow
Tues, Sth June Basketball workshops
Wed 10th — Fri 12th June Snowdon Trip
O Thurs, 11th June Hill End Trip for Year 4 and those not climbing Snowdon.
% Mon, 15th June Parkour Workshop
= Thurs, 18th June Paralympic Athlete Assembly and Workshops
w/c 22nd June Assessment Week
Tues, 23rd June Forces Family Afternoon Tea @ 2pm
Thurs 25th & Fri 26th June Year 6 Induction Days @ Burford
Fri, 26th June Armed Forces Day
w/c 29th June SEN Review Week
Mon, 29th June New Reception parent meeting @ 4:30pm
Tue 30th June Yr 2 cricket event at Burford
Wed, 1st July @ 3:45 Stay & Play — New Reception starters
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Thurs, 2nd July

Stay & Play — New reception starters @ 3:45pm

Fri, 3rd July

New class experience day

Fri, 3rd July

Reports out

Tues, 7th July

Upper School Play Performance 1:30pm and 5pm

Fri, 17th July

Leavers Assembly at 9:15

Fri, 17th July

End of Term — school finish 1:15pm
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