Brize Norton Primary School
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We for ourselves and each other with kindness.
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NEWSLETTER 08— 13t March 2026

Head Teacher’s News

This spring term has been filled with energy, curiosity, and a strong sense of community across the school, and
as such, seems to be passing by quickly, with only 2 weeks before we break for the Easter holidays!

Last week, I thoroughly enjoyed joining class circles and speaking with children about their experiences, and it
was a pleasure to be accompanied by one of our governors, who was equally impressed by the children’s
confidence and positivity. Pupils spoke warmly about how much they value their circle time and the opportunity
it gives them to share, listen, and reflect together. Circles provide valuable time for children to focus on our
school values, explore social situations, share ideas, problem-solve together, and build empathy and strong
relationships together in a fun and engaging way.

This week, we were delighted to celebrate British Science Week, exploring this year’s theme, Curiosity: What is
your question? Across the school, children placed their own questions at the heart of their learning. Classes
collected natural materials, generated and sorted questions about floating and sinking, identified which were
testable, and investigated a shared enquiry. This questioning approach ran from KS1 to KS2, with younger pupils
comparing and sorting while older pupils looked for patterns, causes, and effects. It was a fantastic opportunity
for children to develop their scientific thinking, build confidence in asking questions, and enjoy hands-on
investigation.

Although it may seem some way off, our PLATINUM OPAL accreditation will come to an end at the beginning of
the next academic year. We are delighted to reaffirm our commitment to the programme and to continuing to
provide high-quality play opportunities for all of our children. We have now begun the reaccreditation process
and will be working over the next six months to further develop and strengthen our play provision.

Our OPAL working party will support this process and consists of Ian Griffiths (Chair of Governors), Laura Nelson
(OPAL Lead), and myself. Together with the wider team and the children, we will be evaluating the current play
experience and looking at how we can both maintain and further improve our existing play offer.

Best wishes as always,
Mrs Jones and the team here at Brize.

Attendance:

Buccaneers : 97.7%

SHINE...

Congratulations to our U11 footballers. A teanl>
girls and a team of boys took part in the Burford
partnership tournament last week. The girls were Voyagers : 95.2%
runners up, coming second with no goals
conceded and the boys won the tournament. A Falcons : 98% Well done
fantastic team effort — well done to all and a huge
thanks

Hurricanes : 95.8%

Hercules : 96.5%

Contact
Office: 01993 842488
Email: office.2250@brize-norton.oxon.sch.uk

ARMED FORCES

COVENANT


mailto:office.2250@brize-norton.oxon.sch.uk

Useful Information

Staff Update — Office Manager

After a great deal of interest in the role and a very strong field of applicants, we are pleased to
share that we have appointed a new Office Manager, Mrs Rebecca Hitchman, who will be joining
us after the Easter break. She brings a wealth of office-management experience and comes highly
recommended.

We will, of course, be very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Keeble as she begins her well-earned
retirement, but we look forward to welcoming Mrs Hitchman to the team.

SEN Review Week

Next week is SEN Review Week. Families of children with a learning plan are encouraged to book
a meeting with the class teacher to discuss progress made this term. Learning plans will be
emailed to you after the meeting for your records.

Assessment Week

Our children showed wonderful focus and resilience throughout Assessment Week, this past week,
approaching each task with determination and confidence. We are incredibly proud of their hard
work and positive attitudes. An attainment report will be sent out via email next week so you can
see how your child has progressed since Christmas.

Snowdon Parent Meeting — Thursday, 26% March

If you have a child attending the Snowdon trip, there will be a final parent meeting at 3:30pm in
the Falcons classroom. During this session, we will share all key information, go through the final
arrangements, and answer any remaining questions. A final kit list will also be handed out. If you
have any outstanding payments, please make these as soon as possible, or speak to the office if
you need any support.

Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy

We are currently recruiting for a lunchtime supervisor to come and support us over the lunch hour.
If you know of anyone who would be interested, please do direct them to the MyNewTerm
website, where they will be able to find out more about the role and apply if interested.

Road Safety

Next week, the children will be having an assembly on Road Safety led by VolkerHighways who
are currently working on the RAF base. They will speak with the children at an age-appropriate
level about how to keep themselves safe when out and about. As the days are getting longer and
lighter, we hope this will reinforce safe messages for the children as they make their way to and
from school as well as outside of school.

Brize Book Bunch — Upper School

P.J.: NICHOLS

If your child is in the Upper School and would like to join in the next Brize
Book Bunch — the chosen book is Puzzled by P.]. Nichols. We will meet
together on Friday, 17" April to discuss the book over a donut. The last
session was a real success — looking forward to the next meeting to talk
about this one. The story is suitable for 9+. Mrs Jones
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Other News....

Attendance
A strong school community depends on consistent attendance, and Oxfordshire County
Council’s guidance makes clear why it matters so much for every child’s learning and
wellbeing. Regular attendance isn't just a procedural expectation — it's one of the
biggest predictors of long-term achievement and confidence in school life.

Why attendance is essential for every pupil
Pupils who attend school regularly benefit from stable routines, stronger relationships
with teachers and peers, and uninterrupted learning. Missing lessons, even occasionally,
can quickly lead to gaps in understanding, lower confidence, and reduced progress.

With our new termly attendance updates, we hope you feel more informed with your
child’s attendance. If you would like any further information, do not hesitate to contact
the school office.

If you are having a clear out, don't forget about

us! We welcome any old toys and games as well

% unwanted items such as... items for our sandpit,
kitchen utensils, old sheets for den building,
drain pipes, duplo, old decking boards. If in

doubt, do just contact Miss Nelson or Mrs Jones

“ to ask if we can make use of your unwanted
items.

Thank you in advance.

@
For World Book Day, we launched the Brize
Book Bunch and held our first meeting. We
discussed the book, The House at the Edge
of Magic. This was a real highlight of the
term for me. It was wonderful discussing
the story, hearing the children’s views and
sharing our thoughts about the story. The
children really impressed me with their
contributions, and it was enjoyed by us all.
Look out for the next book recommendation
if your child would like to take part — it's
open to all in the Upper School.

Mrs Jones
J
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World Book Day...!

We had a very cosy World Book Day last week — the children enjoyed being in
their pyjamas and took part in a range of activities throughout the day. The
‘drop everything and read’ event that happened was a real success; the children
enthusiastically took part in this over the course of the day.

Thank you to those who were able to send photos of ‘extreme reading’. Some
very creative and ‘extreme’ ideas were shared! The team were also ever so
impressed with the potato characters that were brought in.
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At Tha National College, cur WokwlpWednesday guldes empowsr and squip parents, corers and sducators with the confidence and proctical skiis to be obie to hove informed ond oge~appropricte
conversations with chiidren about enline salety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. formerly deliversd by Nationol Online Salety, these guides new oddress wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationolcellege com

Al TOYS

This festive season, the newest toys

on the shelves do not just blink or make nolse; they listen. Many

now come with artificial |nlolll9mco (A1), aliowing them to talk, learn, and even respond 1o a child's

WHAT ARE

TOYS THATLISTEN | 5o
AND LEARN -

Whan o toy uses Al It collects data such os
voice dinga, i j and kg
- This s sentto
servers, where it Is anaolyved to improve
responies. Your child's veice becemaes training
= data, which may be stored Indefinitely o shared

__ wakh third parties.
WEAK SECURITY —
PROTECTIONS et
Some Al toys have poor paswword protection
of open network connections. Others may have
milcrophanes or cameras that stay on, even

when the toy appears to be off. This can lead to
recordings being made without your knowledge,
inciuding . te ploy.

ARTIFICIAL VOICES,
REAL INFLUENCE

Fer vory young chiidran, an M companion may
become one of the first volcss they interoct with
. How that volos shows humoar,
smpathy, or authority can shops how a chila
leaens to communicate. If the medel is artificiol,
then part of what is learned is artificial os well.

_—._._-

emotions. These toys can be educational and engaging, but they also collect, store, and process
m m information. This guide explains what that means for families and why it matters.

o

- r
PRESSURE TO
KEEP ENGAGING /%%

Some toys reward repeatad uts or trock
: Belren to b

maro. mohﬂdmwnm how their toys

pof’orm.ncmelu pressure to play more often.
the of data and

conmdn leamning feel lice competition.

MARKETING
THROUGH PLAY

Toys that lsarn @ child's prefersnces may
feed that data Inte future adverthing. A toy
that kmows a ehid's favourite colour or hobly
could hip 0 company dosign more
marketing 1o that child and their family.

-

PLAYTIME AS
DATA TRAINING

people.
much larger system that influsnces how huture
technologies behave.

' LLAdwce for Parents & Educat |||| AR’ |

MODEL DIGITAL AWARENESS

Children lsarn freen adults. If they ses you g
checking privocy settings, reading terrma, orvd

toiking apenly about online satety. they are more
Skaly to do the some. Show tham how 1o question
technelogy in a healtvy woy.

START WITH A CONVERSATION

Tolk 1o young pecple. Explain thot semae toys

loamn from what they say and do. Help them
that even friendty gy

should have b dartes, ond to ask

about it. Curiosity is heaithy, bind trust is pot.

RESEARCH BEFORE YOU BUY

Look fee toys that week offine or store data locally. m

Mmcﬂwovmmw&nummw
how It ead pr o
Wmmum whers & goss,
and whethet [Us shared with ethers,

Meet Qur Expert

SET LIMITS ON uss

Turn off Wi-Fi or Blusteoth when the toy lsnot

in use. Cheok for updates reguiarty, os they

con change privacy or safely settings, Treot

:omwplhcnymmmlhy.hwhbc
d, ond d ofl when nolin use.

REVIEW PRIVACY SETTINGS

Find out where the dato is stored and who hos
access to R, Some companies sell of share doto
with advertisers. if the Loy connects through on

,  Opp, check whot It requests access 1o and limi

these

Cloro Howking |s Executive Director of Kemposs Education, She advises
governments, school trusts, and global organisations on Al governancs
and sofeguording, helping schools and famillies understand how
technology shopes leaming, welbeing. ond the digital future of children.
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Encourage time away frem technology with
activities thot foster jonat and sscial

L Use Al toys to suppert leaming, not define .
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Dates for your Diary

w/c 16th Feb

HALF TERM Holidays

w/c 16th March

SEN Review Week

Thurs, 19th March

Year 6 and Buccaneers Height and Weight measures
Buccaneers vision checks

Tues, 24th March

Year 4 MFL Day @ Burford
Little City visit Buccaneers

Wed, 25th March

World Maths Day

Thurs, 26th March

Irock Concert for parents @ 2:30pm

Thurs, 26th March

Parent Meeting for those going to Snowdon @ 3:30 in
Falcons

Fri, 27th March

End of Term — school finishes @ 1:15pm

w/c 30th March

Easter Holidays

Mon, 13th April

Term 5 begins

Thur 23rd April

Rags 2 Riches collection

Fri, 24th April

Purple Up Day

Fri, 1st May INSET DAY
Mon, 4th May Bank Holiday
Fri, 8th May VE Day

Thurs, 21st May

Year 5 Enrichment Day — Burford Secondary School

w/c 25th May

Half Term

w/c 8th June

Sports Week

Mon, 8th June

Sports Day — Lower school am & upper School pm with
picnic lunch. Information to follow

Tues, 9th June

Basketball workshops

Wed 10th — Fri 12th

Snowdon Trip

w/c 22nd June

Assessment Week

Ties, 23rd June

Forces Family Afternoon Tea @ 2pm

Thurs 25th & Fri 26th June

Yesr 6 Induction Days @ Burford

Fri, 26th June

Armed Forces Day

w/c 29th June

SEN Review Week

Mon, 29th June

New Reception parent meeting @ 4:30pm

Tue 30th June

Yr 2 cricket event at Burford

Wed, 1st July @ 3:45

Stay & Play — New Reception starters
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Thurs, 2nd July

Stay & Play — New recpetion starters @ 3:45pm

Fri, 3rd July

New class experience day

Fri, 3rd July

Reports out

Tues, 7th July

Upper School Play Performance 1:30pm and 5pm

Fri, 17th July

Leavers Assembly at 9:15

Fri, 17th July

End of Term — school finish 1:15pm
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